
Food Classification Definitions 
 
"Catering food service establishment" means a business that is involved in the (A) sale or 
distribution of food and drink prepared in bulk in one geographic location for retail service in 
individual portions in another location, or (B) preparation and service of food in a public or 
private venue that is not under the ownership or control of the operator of such business;  
 
"Class 1 food establishment" means a food establishment that only offers for retail sale (A) 
prepackaged food that is not time or temperature controlled for safety, (B) commercially 
processed food that (i) is time or temperature controlled for safety and heated for hot holding, but 
(ii) is not permitted to be cooled, or (C) food prepared in the establishment that is not time or 
temperature controlled for safety;  
 
"Class 2 food establishment" means a retail food establishment that does not serve a population 
that is highly susceptible to food-borne illnesses and offers a limited menu of food that is 
prepared, cooked and served immediately, or that prepares and cooks food that is time or 
temperature controlled for safety and may require hot or cold holding, but that does not involve 
cooling;   
 
"Class 3 food establishment" means a retail food establishment that (A) does not serve a 
population that is highly susceptible to food-borne illnesses, and (B) has an extensive menu of 
foods, many of which are time or temperature controlled for safety and require complex 
preparation, including, but not limited to, handling of raw ingredients, cooking, cooling and 
reheating for hot holding;  
 
"Class 4 food establishment" means a retail food establishment that serves a population that is 
highly susceptible to food-borne illnesses, including, but not limited to, preschool students, 
hospital patients and nursing home patients or residents, or that conducts specialized food 
processes, including, but not limited to, smoking, curing or reduced oxygen packaging for the 
purposes of extending the shelf life of the food;  
 
"Food establishment" means an operation that (A) stores, prepares, packages, serves, vends 
directly to the consumer or otherwise provides food for human consumption, including, but not 
limited to, a restaurant, catering food service establishment, food service establishment, 
temporary food service establishment, itinerant food vending establishment, market, conveyance 
used to transport people, institution or food bank, or (B) relinquishes possession of food to a 
consumer directly, or indirectly through a delivery service, including, but not limited to, home 
delivery of grocery orders or restaurant takeout orders or a delivery service that is provided by 
common carriers. "Food establishment" does not include a vending machine, as defined in 
section 21a-34 of the general statutes, a private residential dwelling in which food is prepared 
under section 21a-62a of the general statutes or a food manufacturing establishment, as defined 
in section 21a-151 of the general statutes;  
 
 “Itinerant food vending establishment” means a vehicle-mounted, self-contained, mobile food 
establishment; All Itinerant food vending establishments are required to have a hand-washing 
sink with hot and cold running water under pressure, holding tank, and mechanical refrigeration. 

“Pushcarts” are limited to the sale of hot dogs and pre-packaged foods only. 
  
“Multiple class food service establishment” means any business with departments that are 
classified as separate food establishments; 



 
“Noncommercial function” means a function where food is sold or distributed by a person not 
regularly engaged in the business of selling such food for profit; 
 
“Permit” means a written document issued by a director of health that authorizes a person to 
operate a food establishment;  
 
“Seasonal operation” means a food establishment that operates six months or less at the same 
geographic location;  

 
"Temporary food service establishment" means a food establishment that operates for a 
period of not more than fourteen consecutive days in conjunction with a single event or 
celebration. 
 
“Woodstock Fair and Brooklyn Fair" are not included in the Itinerant Vendor Permit. 


