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Recent Earthquake Activity Prompts Public Health Advice 
Residents Urged to Watch for Changes in Water Quality; Inspect Homes for Damage 

 

(BROOKLYN) – While a series of small earthquakes occurring in northeast Connecticut has 

not resulted in any significant damage to date, officials from the Connecticut Department of 

Public Health (CT DPH) and the Northeast District Department of Health (NDDH) are urging 

residents to watch for changes in their well water and take preventive steps to reduce risk of 

illness or injury. 

 

“According to information published by the United States Geological Survey, earthquakes can 

disrupt water supplies and impact water quality,” said Susan Starkey, NDDH Director of 

Health. “Due to the swarm of earthquakes occurring in the Plainfield area, residents should be 

aware that ground motion could impact their wells and well water quality.” 

 

Ryan Tetreault, Supervising Environmental Analyst in the CT DPH Private Well Program,  

encourages individuals to test their water anytime there is a change in the taste, color, odor, or 

clarity of their water. 

 

“If any homeowners are concerned about an impact to the water quality in their private wells 

as a result of the recent earthquakes or have experienced any changes in the appearance, taste, 

or smell of their water it is recommended that they have their well tested through a certified 

laboratory,” said Tetreault.  

 

The CT DPH Private Well Publication #24 on Private Well Testing provides information on 

private well testing and can be found along with a list of certified testing laboratories on the 

CT DPH website at: www.ct.gov/dph/privatewells. 
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“In addition to monitoring their well water quality, residents should inspect their homes for 

any signs of new damage and contact their local building inspector if they have any concerns 

about the structural integrity of their homes,” suggested Starkey. “We can learn a lesson from 

people living in earthquake-prone areas who take preventive steps to secure large items like 

big screen televisions, microwaves, mirrors or other items that can present a risk of serious 

injury if they fall onto a person.” 

 

Rob Kerr, Building Inspector for the town of Plainfield noted that even residents who were 

not affected by the recent earthquake activity should take this opportunity to inspect their 

homes. 

 

“It is helpful to know the extent of pre-existing cracks or damage in walls, foundations, 

chimneys, eaves, and balconies,” said Kerr. “When inspecting for damage following any 

natural event it becomes challenging to determine what is new and what was there before, and 

that kind of information can impact everything from repairs to insurance claims.” 

 

Starkey also commented that people may feel stressed or anxious by these recent events and 

should take measures to reduce their stress levels with exercise, healthy eating, getting plenty 

of sleep, and reaching out to friends or others who can help. 
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